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MEETING MINUTES 
by Kenneth Suzuki 


Meeting at our new home at Paul 
ere Junior High the rescheduled 
ober meeting began at the 

announced time, 


The speaker, Mr, 
from HW Computers, Educational 
Sales, provided a very informative 
demonstration of the new language 
that is coming out for the Atari 
called LOGO, Otherwise known as 
"Turtle Graphics" because of the 
"turtle" shape of the cursor, itis a 
program that has no programming 
line numbers, and yet, can he 
programmed, Not limited to strictly 
graphics, LOGO is said to be able 
to do text and small data 
manipulation programs. It is, 
however, considered powerful 
enough to be called “expansive", 
meaning it can potentially be 
programmed to use already defined 
characters to program itself, Many 
thanks to Bill for his presentation. 


he remainder of the meeting 
a new and exciting change 
develop among the members. After 
annoucements were made by Steve 
Dayan; comments and volunteers 
began to make themselves known. 


(Continued on rece 2) 


Bill Gibbons — 
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Calendar 


NOVEMBER 2... User Group 


Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
at Paul Revere Jr. High 
(see map inside page) 
AGENDA 
Steve Dayan and Greg Waldorf 
~ Presentation of modem use 
and actual contact with 
Compuserve 


Software Supermarket 


~ Introduction and benefits 
offered to WLAAUG 


Officer Election Preview 


NOVEMBER 4.... Articles Due 
+ Name of all Candidates Due 


DECEMBER 7.. User Group Meeting 
at Paul Revere Jr. High 


TENTATIVE AGENDA 
Officer Elections 


~ Candidates for each office 
will be announced 


Terry Koosed, HW Computers 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
by Steven Dayan 


Our club has been going through 
some changes this past month, so I 
thought I would enlighten you all . 
regarding the changes. 


Qur new meeting place will be at 
Paul Revere Junior High Schooi 
located at 1450 Allenford Drive in 
Brentwood. I’m not sure yet what 
the date of each meeting will be, 
but just check the calendar section 
of the newsletter for the upcoming 
meeting date. 


Qur disk library and newsletter 
library have found a temporary 
hame. They will now be housed at 
the Software Supermarket located 
at 11940 Wilshire Blvd. (the phone 
number is 207-1494), Just show 
your membership card to a store 
employee and they will give you 
acces to either library. At HW 
our members had the luxury of 
going through the disk library at 
their leisure, That is no longer the 
case, The Software Supermarket 
has only one 800 so we must limit 
our time on the computer to 15 
minutes, I suggest you pick out the 
disks that interest you, copy them, 
and look at them at home. Please 


(Continued on page ?) 
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The Meeting Minutes 
(Con’t from Pq, 1) 


Many good demonstrations are now 
being planned with some of our 
members as presenters instead of 
the salespeople we have had, A 
more honest, and indepth report of 
certain hardware and software can 
be a positive result of this group 
involvement, 


Rick Tener, a member of our User 
Group, has annouced the starting 
of a new business venture he has 
started called CompuCoach. Its 
premise is to provide low-cost and 
short-time-required lessons on the 
seven major areas of information 
dealing with computers, Our Group 
wishes you the Best of Luck with 
this great new venture! 


The meeting adjourned at 9345, 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


A major change that comes 
about due to the closing of HW 
Computers, Westwood, is the need 
to find reliable sources of 
hardware/software, publications, 
and a safe, accessible location for 
oly User Group library. A possible 
location has been found in placing 
the Library at the Software Super- 
Market. In addition, they have 
offered WLAAUG members a 10% 
discount on hardware and 20% off 


Res 
eee 


of software, 


A second source of material 
for our needs is G.A.M.E.S., lo- 
cated at 2834 Santa Monica Blvd,, 
West Los Angeles, They are offer- 


ing to our members only a 15% 
discount on their marked price on 
software and will try to beat any 


advertised price on hardware or 
software that is locally adver- 
tised. If you would like to in- 
quire further call 453-8941 and 
talk to Bill Spillman, 


~<a 


\ RANDOM BITS 


{ Wico’s contruction is solid, 
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by Bob Gale 


ry 


By now, everyone has seen (and 
probably tried) the Wico Trackball 
controller, known as the "Command 
Control." We also know that an 
Atari trackball has been announced, 
and is due out "very soon" 
(translated from Atari time, that 
could be anywhere from one week 
to one year), Well, there’s also a 
new kid on the block, called 
"Accuball." Being a sucker for new 
controllers, and given the low list 
price of Accuball ($29.95), I bought 
one. And being the owner of a Wico 
trackball, I decided to experiment 
and try to ascertain which one was 
better. Here is the comparison... 


First, let’s talk about how they 
affect the pocketbook. Accuball’s 
$29.95 list is pretty low, and I’ve 
seen it discounted to $274.95. When 
Wico hit the market it was listed at 
$49,995, That has been reduced to 
its current $39.95. So, what’s the 
difference in quality for the price? 
Well, Accuball’s a little smaller, 
Wico measures 5 1/2 by 5 inches, 
by 2 inches high. Accuball is 5 by 4 
1/2 inches, and not quite Z inches 
highs Both have buttons in the 
upper left, meaning that southpaws 
who want to control the ball with 
their favored hand are out of luck, 
And Wico’s 5 foot cord is 3 inches 
longer than Accuball’s, In 
appearance, Accuball looks 
cheaper...undoubtedly because it is. 
and 
heavy duty, and gives the 
impression that if it were hit by 
lightning, it would still hold up. 
The trackball itself seems to be 
truly arcade quality, ultra smooth 
and shiny in texture, with a solidly 
mounted feel. Wico’s trackball has 
been built to last, designed to take 
as much punishment as the most 
fanatical Centipede player could 
give. Accuball on the other hand 
seems more like a toy, 


(Continued on page 4) 
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President’s Colusn 
(Con’t from Pq, 1) 


don’t abuse this privilege as the 


‘Software Supermarket can revoke 


the use of their store for this 
Purpose if we as members take 
advantage of them, Again, I would 
like to thank the nice folks at the 
Software Supermarket (John; 
Roger, and Steve) for their 
assistance in our time of need! It 
might be a good idea to call them 
and let them know you are coming 
to do some serious copying! 


In regards to our upcoming 
elections, I just wanted you all to 
know that all of the new officers 
will have the support and help of 
we, your elder statesmen' Let me 
begin my delineating the 
responsibilities of my office. I am 
responsible for arranging § any 
speakers, writing this monthly 
column, attending the officers 


meetings, helping out with 
newsletter, and hosting -~ 
monthly meetings. . 

The Vice-president will remain 
the same (Tony Reeves). His job is 
like that of George Bush, all 
ceremonial and no responsibilities' 


(Seriously though, he does write a 
column), 


The Librarian’s post as well as 
the Secretary/Treasurer and 
Newsletter Editor will also be 
available, and I will write about 
their responsibilities in my next 
column. 
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“I like you a lot. I’m just not ready for the 
sedentary life.”’ 
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or Beginning BASIC Programmers 
TS ABOUT ATARI BASIC 
Kenneth Suzuki 


With each of the three lessons: 
that have been shown 
column, small sample programs 
were included to to help you better 
visualize each individual concept. 
Every once in a while, I hope to 


present more small, quickly 
typeable programs which will 
combine the several smaller | 


lessons into one exemplary demon- 
stration of the wonders you 
have become a part of in Atari 
BASIC. The following is one of 
these very special combinations. 


Exemplary Program #1! 


This shows a simple use of two 
of the lesson, offering the poten- 
tial for use of the third. Give 
it a try. Change it in different 

ys and see the results, 


10 GRAPHICS 1+14 


30 PRINT#43 "x x" 
40 PRINT#S; "x marquee =x" 
30 PRINT#45 "x x" 


70 SETCOLOR 2,4,8 

80 SETCOLOR 0,10,8 

90 FOR DLAY=1 TO SO:NEXT DLAY 
100 SETCOLOR 0,4,8 

110 SETCOLOR 2,10,8 

120 FOF DLAY=1 TO SO{NEYT DLAY 
13 GOTO 70 


The following explains each 
of the lines and their functions 
in the "Marquee" graphics, 


Line Purpose 
ow Gives full graphic screen 
Use. 
70 Sets the color of normal 
asterisks, 


in this. 


&0 


90 


100 


110 


120 


130 
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Sets the color of the 
inverse asterisks (those 
listed in the program 
as *), 


A special "timer" to 
allow the above setcolors 
to flash alternately, 


Resets the color of inverse 
asterisks, 


Resets the color of the 
normal asterisks, 


Another "timer" 
new set of colors, 


Creates a continuous "loop"} 


an automatic return to 


line 70, 


“How can you tell I was a computer 
programmer?” 


‘whole-hearted approval. 
‘been doing my own taxes for years 


for the. 
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A Software Review 
THE TAX ADVANTAGE 


by Dick Reaser 


This gem from Continental 
Software really gets my biased, 
I have 


and, and in spite of my annual 
resolution (on April 15) to get them 
done sooner, I hate to get around 
to the job. Part of the problem has 
been that I hate to do arithmetic 
and then do it over and over each 
time I find some new deduction or 
other bit of data. Making the 
endless lists of categorized 
deductions etc, is a real chore for 
me too. Besides, hating to do math 
I also hate to do handwriting, and I 
am a lousy typist to boot. 


Last year, I had to use just 
about every form that the IRS 
Prints (or so it seemed). Tax 
Advantage to the rescue!! Except 
for "Married Couple both working"; 
this program handled them all. With 
its tremendous power for itemi- 
zation for any category you 
want, you can really put your 
records in good shape at the last 
minute with this feature alone. 


Another feature that I really 
appreciate is that you don’t have it 
input everthing at one time. You 
can keep adding data and modifying 
it, The tireless computer just 
keeps doing the math so that you 
can find out how much taxes you 
owe, or how much refund you’re 
going to get back at the touch of a 
key. This alone gives you incentive 
to keep digging for more receipts 
to itemize, 


Income averaging is also a 
snap. You just plug in the numbers. 
IT don’t know how th IRS can take a 
few numbers and make you add, 
subtract, multiply in such a 
contorted manner as in income 
averaging, but the computer goes 
through all those contortions 
without your help with no problems. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Random Bits 
(Con't from Pq. 2) 


The casing is of a lower grade of 
plastic, the ball itself is made of a, 
lighter, cheaper material, more 
subject to scratches and mars, and 
the button doesn’t feel as tight or 
well built as Wico’s. When you hit 


Wico’s button, the metal switches 
that are behind it are evident. I 
don’t know what’s inside of 
Accuball, but it ain’t metal, The 
other major difference between the 
two is in the size of the ball itself, 
and the amount of it which is 
accessible to bees hand. Wico’s 
ball sits in a 2 inch diameter hole, 
while Accuball gite in a 1 1/Z inch 
diameter hole. 3 of my fingers! 
cover the Accuball completely; I 
need 4 to cover the Wico ball, 


All right, all right, how do they 
compare in performance? I played| 
several rounds of both Centipede 
and Missle Command with both 
controllers, and I expected that, 
Wico would outperform its cheaper. 
competition, Well, it didn’t. If) 
anything, I did a little better with) 
Accuball. The smaller size of the, 
Accuball and its lighter weight just | 
might be the reason here, gags faied 
for better control, due to less 
torque and inertia (which in plain 
English means you can change 
directions faster), 
score differences weren’t 
enormous, but I was definitely 
surprised at how well Accuball 
performed. 


The bottom line? Hard to say. I 
am certain that my Wico ball will 
not wear out. I’m not so certain 
that Accuball won’t. Wico’s higher 
price clearly buys you a better 
built piece of hardware. but it, 
won’t play any better’ than 
Accuball. I suppose I'll have to cop 
out and say you should try them 
yourself, But I can also say that if | 
you don’t intend on beating the hell 
out of your trackball, you should be 
very happy with Accuball. And if | 


you’‘re a Wico owner who’s been ; 


thinking about getting a spare for 
those Z player occasions, Accuball 
is a perfect solution. 


As I said, the | 
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Tax Advantage 
(Contt from Pg. 2) 


It does forms "1040", "A", "B", | 
vd Baad “is"3 ud er "(5", "SE", and "4542", 


The hardware required is a 48K 
machine with a disk drive, An 850 
interface with a printer helps. (It) 
has standard setups for a variety | 
of printers, and you can also make 
up your own, It even worked with 
my daisy wheel C-Itoh) What 
really helps is to have a dual-disk | 
drive as there is some disk 
Swapping to do otherwise. This can | 
be kept to a minimum if you 
organize your work a little. Its 
manual is very good and easy to. 
follow, 


I can hardly wait to get my 
1983 tax year update and load in| 
the data. Too bad they don’t use 
the same data and allow you to do 
the State form along with the 
Federal, 


—_—ji—— 


WEST LOS ANGELES 
Aatari Users 
Group 


Officers 


Steven Dayan 
President 


Anthony Reeves 
Vice-President 


Dale Stuck 
Librarian 


Adam Ross 
Secretary-Treasurer 


Kenneth Suzuki 
Newsletter Editor 


Dick Reaser 
Newsletter Librarian 


November 1983 Page 4— 


SOFTWARE CORNER 
By Tony Reeves 


Review of 
Starbase Fighter 


Welcome again to "The Software 
Corner", sorry for missing the last 
two meetings!! But store business 
keep me away. I will be there at 
the next meeting! 


Now for my review. This month I 

had a chance to review some 
software from anew company. That 
company was "Gentry Software" 
which is a division of Datasoft Inc. 
Gentry was formed to sell 
"reasonably priced software", 
which at least is what they have 
done well. However, if Starbase 
Fighter is any example of what 
mast of their software is likes, 
well, don’t count on them to become 
the next Broderbund, 


The Game is very low in Price® 
$17.95 for both cassette and di 

and that’s both media in the same 
package! This idea of cass/disk 
package has been talked about for 
sometime by retailers. And Gentry 
is the first to implement it. 


The game "Starbase Fighter" is a 
very simple game. The game begins | 
with one ship docked in a 
starbase4}at has asteroids on both 
sides of it. You must move your: 
ship out of the starbase and make: 
your way pass the asteroids and, 
other alien ships} your goal is to 
find the enemy starbase and then 
enter it from the bottom. Once into | 
ithe base you must move along a 
vertical screen while avoiding and | 
shooting back at gun emplacements, | 
and enemy spaceships. The object | 
of this game at this point is to find | 
the alien brain at the end of the. 
screen and to destroy it, Well... 
that’s all there is to this progr 
No harder levels ( at least not 
me I found the first four levels so | 
easy I got tired of playing) no | 
increasing speed, and most of we . 
no fun! 


¥ 
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A Reply from 


‘S.B.A.C.E. 


The following is a letter| 
written in response to an article in 
our Newsletter in the President’s 
Column concerning the South Bay 
Atari Users Group? 


To the W.L.A. Atari Users Group, 


I am writing this letter on 


behalf of the South Bay Atari. 


Computer Enthusiasts (SBACE), in 
reply to accusations made in the 
President’s Calumn of the 
september, 1983 issue af the West 
L.A. Atari Users Group News- 
letter, We are astounded by 
the insinuations and accusations 


"3 against our Group, without 


iy President having made con- 
ct with any of the officers of 
our group for verification or 
further details prior to publi- 
cation. 


It was stated that our Group 
(the "Redondo Group") could no 
longer meet at the Redondo store 
(H.W, Computers) because the store 
hours were being extended AND 
because of "the attitude of the 
group toward the store, Apparently 
the group didn’t think much of the 
store, and basically took for 
granted what H.W. did for their 
group. Also members of the group 
were bringing in pirated software 
and offering to sell it to H.W,!" 
(This is a verbatim quotation from 
the West L.A. Newsletter) 


The President then went on to 
say that any member of the West 
L.A, Group that brought in pirated 
tware would be thrown out of 
eiy group (the implication being 
that SBACE either condones or 
ignores software piracy). He also 
states that the West L.A. Group is 
the ONLY User Group allowed to 
continue having meetings at H.W, 


‘Computers due to their integrity 


and sincerity of its members (need 
I state the implication here!). 

Well, I hope you can imagine 
how shocked we were to read such 


accusations and implications in an. 


intentinoally circulated Newsletter 


(especially since this was news to. 


USeeno one at H.W. Computers had 
told any of our officers about any 
af the above quoted accusations... 
they just said we could no 
longer meet at the Redondo 
store because of the new longer 
store hours! 


I spoke with the manager of 
the store (who is also the 
Vice-President of the West L.A, 
Users Group!) and he stated that 
he was unaware of any displeasure 
with our group because of a "poor 
attitude" toward the store. He 
thinks the West L.A. Group may 
have our Group confused with 
another Users Group that used to 
meet at a different store, 


As for the software piracy 
charge, the manager did say that a 
person (visitor or member?) 
approached, “a long time ago", 
regarding the purchase of a 
not-presently-available program 
for "demonstration purposes", 
None of the officers of our Group 
were made aware of this and 
indeed, it is the often-stated 
policy of our Group to not allow 
Pirated software, or the pirates 
themselves, to have anything to do 
with our Group. If the above 
charges were true, then why would 
the store still allow us to keep our 
library there and to use their 
computers for Club business? 


I don’t understand why our 
Group would be accused of con- 
doning piracy if there was only 
one known incident and no officers 
were ever made aware of it. What a 
shock to learn of this in a column 
from another Newsletter! That 
black seed has now been planted in 
the minds of all who read the West 
L.A. Newsletter...and with human 
nature being what it is (we all have 
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a tendency to remember bad com- 
‘ments longer than good ones), 
Our reputation has been damaged, 


| Is this responsible journalism? 
Should Newsletters be use to 
spread gossip about other groups? 
Enough said. 


James Jengo, 
SBACE 


The Software Corner 
(Con’t from Pe. 4) 


This game is a total loss and I 
think there are games like APX 
"Salmon Run" that are better 
games. There are few programs 
that can truly be called bad but 
this is one of them. I found the 
graphics to be of poor design and 
Playablity to be very poor. This 
game was most likely put together 
at a very rushed pace, most likey 
to hurry and get the money and 
start writing another bomb. Of 
course this is only my feelings, 
like most reviewers of movies or 
books, I, too, am a little biased, 
but please don’t buy this game 


Sight unseen Look at it before you 


buy it (or any software package) to 
see what you think of it. And if you 
do buy this game, well.. I have this 
land deal in Iran I would like to 
talk to you ADOUT ceeee 


On my scale of 1 to 10, I rate this 


‘game as follows? 


Playability! 4 Originality: 4 


Documentation: 4 Graphics? 3 


Enjoyment? 3 Overall: 3.4 

Next month reviewing something 
other than a game, I will be 
reviewing "The Home Accountant" 
by Continental Software. Please 
watch for it. Good bye for now and 
I look forward to seeing you at our 
next meeting...really!! 


Issue 9 West Los Angeles Atari Users Group Newsletter © November 1992 Page 4 


_ AGRICULTURE 


GYM 


n ZS 


ey Xil TO XI6 


STUDENT foriity | 
ESSERE (iercee” Get 


EAST DRIVEWAY 


ihe 1O PAUL REVERE JR. HIGH 


Located at 1i)5° Allenford Avenue, in Brentwood. 


The school is located between Sunset 3lvd. and San Vicente Pilvd. 


26th Street cresses San Vicente and becomes Allenford and goes in frent 
of the school. 
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RETURN TO 
Kenneth Suzuki 


2351 Roscommon Avenue 
Monterey Park, CA 91754 


First Class 


